Medical College, Madras (RECEIVED FOR PUBLICATION APRIL 5, 1956) Paper chromatography of biological fluids, especially urine, is difficult, owing to the presence of salts and other interfering substances, which prevent a satisfactory separation of the amino-acids in chromatograms. Consden, Gordon, and Martin (1947) desalted the specimens electrolytically and used them forchromatography. Ion exchange resin was used by Phillips and Pollard (1953) . Baliga, Krishnamurthy, Rajagopalan. and Giri (1955) Consden et al. (1947) involved the loss of amino-acids (Stein and Moore. 1951; Baliga et al., 1955) . At the same time it required equipment beyond the scope of ordinary clinical biochemistry laboratories. The alcoholic desalting of Baliga et al. (1955) is suitable, but the alcohol extracts salts and interfering substances from the urine if the 95% concentration of alcohol is not rigorously maintained throughout the extraction. This required very skilful handling. Phenol-butanol extraction is easy and suitable as a routine procedure for the desalting of biological fluids for the chromatography of the amino-acids. This method has been employed by us for the study of the amino-acid content of the gastric juice also. The two-dimensional chromatogram of the amino-acids in the gastric juice in a case of cancer of the stomach is shown in Fig. 4 . Desalting with a phenol-butanol mixture is suggested forthe routine testing of specimens of urine when aminoaciduria is suspected. Summary A rapid and simple method for desalting biological fluids for paper chromatography of the amino-acids is described. 
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